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Introduction


Hammurabi, a Babylonian leader believed that he was mandated by the gods of the land to provide laws to the people, and that was the origin of the famous Hammurabi’s Code. As the introduction stated, “Hammurabi, the exalted prince, who feared God, to bring about the rule of righteousness in the land, to destroy the wicked and the evil doers; so that the strong should not harm the weak,” (161). It is an ancient public code which was molded and carved into stone tablet the same way Mosaic laws were done, purposely to make it accessible to every person in the community/society. Researchers and history scholars have had interest about this code since it is thought to have had a great impact on the today’s governments – in formation and relevance. Hammurabi’s Codes were not that specific to certain issues in the society alone but rather, covered the entire social system aspects. 


There is a lot that can be learnt from Hammurabi’s Codes. Containing many laws, the code talked primarily about life at the ancient Babylon. Social stratification is an important aspect of the society that is clearly depicted in this code - the differentiation of a people according to their social status and class. This is majorly depicted in the property aspect of Hammurabi’s Code. I believe this is a major aspect that must have found a replication in the today world. In the society, there are social classes and statuses that define a people. Even in urban areas where a certain culture does not seem to thrive, people differentiate themselves according to their wealth. This is shown by different people living at certain areas, hang joints which completely differ according the “weight” of one’s wallet among other behaviors. In Babylon, killing a free woman was not punished the same as to killing a maid. The family is a distinct aspect of society that comes after a woman conjoins a man and they become one thing. Despite the teachings depicted having man more powerful than woman in the Hammurabi’s Code, the women were subject to protection by men. Even in the laws, a man was not in a position to divorce a woman who has bear children for him.  


Other tan property, another aspect that made up the Hammurabi’s Code was criminal justice. Justice is a major aspect of societal discipline. In Babylon, criminal offense were clearly put down in the latter. For instance, a doctor was not supposed to perform an unsuccessful surgery. If it happened, his/her hands were chopped off! Criminal offenses were many that, according to me it was dictatorship. For example if I have a dam and then it breaks its banks, I would be sold to slavery and the money used to offset the damages caused. Hammurabi stoop by the perspective of “an eye for an eye,” (14). This meant that any crime committed should be punished in an equal way. Stealing and failure to repay was equal to murder and one could be killed. His idea was for people to live up to their societal obligations or face the repercussions. This was not justice, but rather dictatorship since the modern laws are not that strict and understands age. Brutality is not a major factor in governments today as it was common during Hammurabi’s Code.


Commerce, agriculture and employment are factors of concern in the latter. This code implied that if a society is too achieve economic advancement, domestic and global trade was an area to be specialized on. It allowed people discern entrepreneur choices available such as merchandising, owning land, agribusiness, and even the slave business. The bad thing that drew back the growth of the economy was the bad policing environment that was so strict for a normal human being.  


The society in Hammurabi’s Code was characterized by fears and obscure in individual obligations. This is because people were afraid of the repercussions that could emanate given that messes could come with no certainty. Life cannot be judged the way this code did, otherwise everybody would be guilt. My question is how the Hammurabi led his life, didn’t he commit some of the things he was against? “The first duty of government is to protect the powerless from the powerful,” (74). True government bases laws and policies on matters that come to their people and not one believes on. The end result of such a society is failure and devastations about things that should not worry a common man leading a normal life. 

